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I have heard with interest of the town-planning scheme to
which Your Highness is devoting keen attention, and of your
laudable desire to expand the amenities of your capital city.
With the possible advent of a broad-gauge railway station in the
future, the improvement of communications and the selection
of new urban extensions have become matters which call for the
utmost skill and care. I am aware that Your Highness has
taken a keen interest in the efficiency of your troops, and I
regret that I have not had time during my visit to see on parade
your fine regiment of cavalry, which earned for itself undying
honour and glory in the Great War, and so fully maintained the
martial reputation of the Rathors.

Finally, Your Highness, the year of your accession has been
a prosperous one for Marwar, and you enter upon your
administration with a happy peasantry basking among gifts
from Nature's cornucopia. All our thoughts to-night are con-
centrated on you. Your hand to-day has been set on the
helm of your State. You have entered on your course as a
ruler. It is a very happy occasion for Jodhpur. It is a very
important event both in your Highness1 life and in the history
of your State.

Further, our thoughts turn to the important State which
Your Highness has been called to administer. We survey the
vast field awaiting your labour. What infinite scope for develop-
ment and progress is seen here! What noble and beneficent
work lies ready at your hand for execution ! We think of the
great population over whom you will rule. We reflect, and it is a
solemn thought that your acts will affect the destinies of
thousands upon thousands in Jodhpur State to-day and of
generations yet unborn. By your wisdom and sympathy, peace
and prosperity, contentment and progress may be their lot.
Bound to them by the old traditions of their loyalty to your
house and stock, it is within your grasp to secure and keep that
most priceless possession, the love and reverence of your grateful
subjects, and this is why, Your Highness, our thoughts are
with you to-day. That is why this is an occasion of rejoicing.
That is why all our wishes and hopes follow you, the inheritor of a
great past and position, and we trust, the sponsor of a great
future for Jodhpur.

These high hopes, we know, that one in particular had for
Your Highness, one whose absence to-night we all deplore. For
Sir Pratap's place is vacant to-night for the first time for many
years at a Jodhpur State Banquet,